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Thomas, age 5. ‘In my picture | have painted the sky and the sun, then | added grass and
flowers. Next | painted God’s footprints because although you can’t see God, | think you can
see that He has been everywhere.”

RE in the nursery

Activities children engage in during their nursery years are experiences which provide the building blocks
for later development. Starting with things which are familiar to the children, and providing lots of hands-
on activities and learning are an important part of pupils’ learning at this stage.

Some ideas for Religious Education in the nursery can include:
o (Creative play, make-believe, role play, dance and drama
¢ Dressing up and acting out scenes from stories, celebrations or festivals —
¢ Making and eating festival food
¢ Talking and listening to each other; hearing and discussing stories of all kinds, including religious
and secular stories with themes such as goodness, difference, the inner world of thoughts and
feelings, and imagination
¢ Exploring authentic religious artefacts, including those designed for small children such as ‘soft toy’
artefacts or story books
Seeing pictures, books and videos of places of worship and meeting believers in class
Listening to religious music
Starting to introduce religious terminology
Work on nature, growing and life cycles or harvest
¢ Seizing opportunities spontaneously or linking with topical, local events such as celebrations,
festivals, the birth of a new baby, weddings or the death of a pet
¢ Starting to talk about the different ways in which people believe and behave, and encouraging
children to ask questions.

Themes which lend themselves to opportunities for RE work include the following:
Myself People Who Help Us Special Times
My Life Friendship Our Community
My Senses Welcome Special Books
My Special Things Belonging Stories
People Special to Me Special Places The Natural World

Good teaching in the EYFS will always build on children’s interests and enthusiasms as well as their learning
and development needs, and themes should be developed accordingly.




“REinthe reception class

Non-statutory guidance for RE for all 4-5 year olds in the reception class

The approach outlined for nursery will also serve reception class teachers, especially in the earlier months
of the reception year. In addition to this, the following pages are suggestions of questions, outcomes and
content that will ensure good provision for RE in reception.

The questions, outcomes and content below are non-statutory but should be read by all schools and
settings to ensure that their provision is effective. For teaching to be good quality the questions, learning
outcomes and content need to be taught together. It is not satisfactory to simply use the questions
suggested.

Strands: Foundation Stage: Discovering the world
Believing F1 Which stories are special and why?
F2 Which people are special and why?
: F3 Which places are special and why?
Expressing F4 Which times are special and why?
Livin F5 Where do we belong?
g F6 What is special about our world and why?







